[Evaluation of the pneumomediastinum for the diagnosis of tumours in the anterior mediastinum(author's transl)].
Using a correct retrosternal technique, adequate insufflation of negative contrast material and good radiography, a pneumo-mediastinum is the method of choice for the investigation of retrosternal tumours with respect to their position, size and shape. By means of experiments on cadavers, a suitable needle was developed. The method of air insufflation and radiographic positioning are described. The results of our examinations are detailed and the method is discussed.